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“From the end spring new beginnings.” 
 - Pliny the Elder 

 

Inspiring a lifetime love of learning 

Happy Spring! 

“Sometimes the smallest things take up the most room in your heart.”  
                                                   –Winnie the Pooh 

April 3rd-7th 
  

April 
12th-14th 

Spring Break 

 

Dates To Remember 

April 23rd Campus Cleanup 

April 19th Coffee Morning 

April 27th Library Talk 

Elementary Campout 
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Hummingbird Room 

~Eleanor Lemann 

Children Making Their Lunches for School 

“Help me to do it myself.” – Maria Montessori 

 

Who: Your Children’s House age child (and a supportive adult in the beginning) 

 

What: Your child can make his/ her own school lunch with lots of support and guidance in the beginning.  
But very quickly your child can be relatively self-sufficient in his/ her lunch preparations. 

 

When: Anytime that fits your schedule is great.  But often while the family is making dinner or cleaning 
up from dinner is a convenient time when an adult will be present to offer help when it is requested.   

 

Where: Your kitchen. With some simple rearranging to utilize low shelves in cabinets and the refrigerator, 
your kitchen can be setup so your child can access the tools and foods s/he needs to make lunch. 

 

Why: Food preparation fosters independence, organization, responsibility, empowerment, and healthy 
food choices. 

Guidelines/ Tips:  

~ At a minimum, a healthy school lunch consists of a protein, a grain, a vegetable and a fruit (or two 
vegetables). 

~ Brainstorm examples of what your family enjoys/ has on hand/ can purchase, etc. that meet the criteria 
of each food type.  Perhaps make a list to refer back to in the future. 

~ A crinkle potato slicer is a great cutting implement for fruits, vegetables, cheese, etc. that are too hard to 
be cut with a butter knife. 

 

Questions/ Need Support: Please ask Eleanor (eleanor@littleoakmontessori.com) 
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Hummingbird continued 
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Dragonfly Room 
~Julia Bracinni 

 

“All our handling of the children will bear fruit, not only at the moment, but in the 
adult they are destined to become.” 

-Maria Montessori 

 

As the weather warms we are increasingly able to spend more time outdoors in our outdoor 
environment.  The tulips the children planted in the fall are popping up, as are daffodils and new 

strawberry shoots.  The children can bring many of the classroom works outdoors to use, and they can 
use the woodworking materials, paint (either wood with water or at the outdoor easel), dig and use 

garden tools to help maintain a productive outdoor working space. 

Indoors the children continue to grow and refine their skills.  On any given day an observer may see 
maps being used, food being cut, stories being read and created, numbers being counted and 

manipulated.  Spring is time for growth and I am continually amazed to observe the tremendous leaps 
each of the children has made since the start of the year; pencil grips, letter sounds, reading books, 

pouring effortlessly, cutting smoothly, knowing numbers and having the confidence to choose work and 
help others.  Additionally, learning and using words and behaviors that help all of the children interact 

peacefully within the classroom community and in the larger world beyond the classroom. 
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 Dragonfly continued 



 Issue: 7 March 2017 

6 

 

 
E 
L 
E 
M 
E 
N 
T 
A 
R 
Y 
 

-Allison Lide 
 

Past weeks have shown an explosion of independence in the Elementary. First 
there was the development of the Constitution and the election of senators, 
representatives and executive officials (and even as I write this, there is a 
legislative meeting underway in the Side Room…bills are being passed with 
great efficiency).  

In addition, a new library of community has been opened in the classroom. 
This Library has been very inspiring and has resulted in a profusion of written 
work – stories, comic strips, books. Everyone has a library card, and once a 
day the library is open, staffed by the librarians who founded the library. This 
library undertaking, just like the Constitution, has been a completely original 
idea and 100% student-driven.  

And now, camp-out looms on the near horizon after spring break! It is the 
ultimate step in independence, having three days away from home. It is an 
exciting time of personal growth, courage, community-building, and elder 
responsibility.  

Next month, stories of camp-out!   

 



 

 

 

Elementary continued 

issue, date 

“The child is capable of developing and giving us tangible proof 
of the possibility of a better humanity. He has shown us the 
true process of construction of the human being. We have seen 
children totally change as they acquire a love for things and as 
their sense of order, discipline, and self-control develops within 
them.... The child is both a hope and a promise for mankind.”   
           - Maria Montessori 


